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The vision of Indiana Philanthropy Alliance (IPA) is that Indiana 
has a collaborative and effective philanthropic sector that makes a 
positive difference in the lives of people and their communities. We 
move toward achieving that vision by working to champion, support 
and connect our members as they transform Indiana through 
effective philanthropy. In an effort to meet member expectations 
for relevant data about our sector, IPA has partnered with the 
Foundation Center to produce this report on Indiana foundation 
giving that not only provides an overview of the funding landscape 
in Indiana, but also includes a focused analysis of grantmaking 
directed toward specific beneficiary groups. 
A greater understanding of philanthropy’s impact on diverse 
populations requires reliable research at a state and national 
level. It is our hope that this report will serve as a shared point of 
reference among our member foundations, nonprofit organizations 
and other stakeholders, enabling  the conversation about diversity 
and philanthropy to move forward in a manner that is grounded in 
concrete data. 
We are grateful to the members of the Diversity Subcommittee 
and the Member Services Committee of Indiana Philanthropy 
Alliance for their thoughtful guidance in developing the framework 
and underpinning rationale for undertaking this study. We also 
acknowledge the D5 Coalition for its invaluable financial support 
and constructive advice in moving this initiative forward. Finally, 
we thank Melanie Odom for her volunteer efforts during the initial 
stages of this study to help us move from idea to reality.
InTroDuCTIon
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5Indiana is home to nearly 1,200 grantmaking foundations. The 
grantmaking community includes independent, community, 
corporate, and operating foundations of all sizes, funding in a 
diverse range of issue areas. The following analyses provide an 
overview of the scale and composition of the Indiana foundation 
community, as well as examine how Indiana foundations have fared 
over the past decade. 
GIvInG BY InDIana-BaSED founDaTIonS
In 2011, foundations based in Indiana reported $732.8 million in 
total giving, up slightly from the previous year but down nearly 23 
percent since 2001. Adjusted for inflation, giving was down 39.3 
percent since 2001. By comparison, giving by U.S. foundations 
nationally rose 61 percent (or 26 percent when adjusted for 
inflation) during this period.1 Excluding the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, total giving nationally rose 55.8 percent (or 22.7 percent 
adjusted for inflation). The Indiana foundation community showed a 
decline in giving in the early 2000s following the 2001 recession and 
again in 2009 and 2010, following the double-digit loss in foundation 
assets that resulted from the Great Recession. In 2011, among the 
50 states and Washington D.C., Indiana foundations ranked 12th by 
total giving. 
1 This analysis tracks all active grantmaking foundations during a period of ten years; therefore some foundations may have terminated while some foundations may have been newly established during this time.
[1] THE InDIana founDaTIon CoMMunITY
[figure 1-1] 
Change in Giving by Indiana foundations, 2001-2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Figures exclude total giving by the Lilly Cares Foundation, 
an operating foundation created by Eli Lilly and Co. for the purpose of distributing medications to 
patients with financial hardships.
1 Constant 2001 dollars based on annual average Consumer Price Index, all urban consumers, as 
reported by U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, as of November 2013. 
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InDIana founDaTIon aSSETS rEMaIn BElow  
PEak lEvEl2 
Foundations based in Indiana reported just over $14 billion in assets 
in 2011, down 24 percent since 2001. By comparison, assets for U.S. 
foundations nationally rose nearly 40 percent during this period. 
Indiana-based foundations were significantly affected by the Great 
Recession. Assets of Indiana-based foundations dropped just over 
23 percent in 2008, falling from $16.6 billion in 2007, compared to a 
15.7 percent decline in 2002 following the bust of the tech bubble. 
This fall was steeper than the 17 percent drop in foundation assets 
recorded nationally. Indiana foundation assets started to rebound 
in 2010 and continued to recover in 2011. Nonetheless, the $14.0 
billion in assets reported for 2011 remained below the peak level of 
$18.5 billion in 2001. In 2011, Indiana foundations ranked 13th by 
total assets among the 50 states and Washington D.C. 
2 This analysis tracks all active grantmaking foundations during a period of ten years; therefore some foundations may have terminated while some foundations may have been newly established during this time.
[Table 1-1]
Indiana foundation Giving and assets Grew less than 
u.S. foundation Giving and assets Between 2001 and 2011
Total Giving Assets
Indiana -23% -24%
U.S. 61% 39%
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.  Figures based on unadjusted dollars.
[figure 1-2]
Change in assets of Indiana foundations, 2001-2011
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InDEPEnDEnT anD faMIlY founDaTIonS aCCounT 
for THE MajorITY of InDIana founDaTIonS 
anD rESourCES
Eight out of ten foundations in Indiana are independent or family 
foundations, including the state’s largest foundation by total giving 
and assets—the Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment. Independent 
foundations are also responsible for the largest share of foundation 
giving and assets in Indiana, accounting for 72 percent of total 
giving and nearly 82 percent of assets. The Lilly Endowment alone 
accounts for just over 29 percent of total giving and 44 percent of the 
total assets of all Indiana-based foundations.
Community foundations also play a key role in the state, accounting 
for nearly one-fifth of total giving by Indiana-based foundations.
[Table 1-2] 
Summary Statistics for Indiana Grantmaking foundations by Type, 2011
Type No. Fdns1 % Assets % Total Giving % Gifts Received %
Independent/Family 982 82.9 $11,449,402,663 81.6 $526,949,311 71.9 $187,831,208 57.3
Community1 75 6.3 $2,111,031,818 15.0 $133,387,700 18.2 $104,782,513 31.9
Corporate 60 5.1 $361,559,087 2.6 $70,081,810 9.6 $28,104,246 8.6
Operating 67 5.7 $111,003,374 0.8 $2,373,081 0.3 $7,285,033 2.2
Total 1,184 100.0 $14,032,996,942 100.0 $732,791,902 100.0 $328,003,000 100.0
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Figures exclude total giving by the Lilly Cares Foundation, an operating foundation created by Eli Lilly and Co. for the purpose of distributing medications to patients with financial 
hardships, as well as the roughly 200 Indiana foundations that did not report grants in the latest fiscal year.       
1 For community foundations, this figure includes only the parent foundation. If affiliated funds were also counted the figure would be closer to 100 entities.
[figure 1-3]
Indiana Grantmaking foundations by Type, 2011
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[Table 1-3] 
Top 10 Indiana foundations by Total Giving, 2011       
Foundation Name City County Type1 Total Giving Fiscal Date
1. Lilly Endowment Indianapolis Marion IN $213,584,903 12/31/2011
2. Lumina Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $47,614,822 12/31/2011
3. Central Indiana Community Foundation Indianapolis Marion CM $41,155,380 12/31/2011
4. Eli Lilly and Company Foundation Indianapolis Marion CS $26,984,147 12/31/2011
5. Ruth Lilly Philanthropic Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $16,473,847 12/31/2011
6. Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $16,121,888 12/31/2011
7. Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust Indianapolis Marion IN $13,000,000 12/31/2011
8. Harrison County Community Foundation Corydon Harrison CM $12,361,589 12/31/2011
9. Dekko Foundation Kendallville Noble IN $9,988,349 08/31/2011
10. Lincoln Financial Foundation Fort Wayne Allen CS $9,693,953 12/31/2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Rankings exclude the Lilly Cares Foundation, an operating foundation created by Eli Lilly and Co. that distributed $505 million in in-kind giving of medications to patients with 
financial hardships.       
1 IN = Independent/Family; CM = Community; CS = Corporate; OP = Operating       
ToP 10 funDErS aCCounTED for ovEr Half of  
GIvInG In InDIana 
The top 10 Indiana-based foundations by giving accounted for 55.5 
percent of 2011 grant dollars awarded by funders in the state. The 
top 10 foundations by assets held 66 percent of total assets by 
Indiana-based foundations. More than half of the top foundations by 
giving and assets were located in Marion County, where Indianapolis 
is located.
9The Indiana Foundation Community
[Table 1-4] 
Top 10 Indiana foundations by assets, 2011       
Foundation Name City County Type1 Assets Fiscal Date
1. Lilly Endowment Indianapolis Marion IN $6,147,545,678 12/31/2011
2. Lumina Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $1,082,176,421 12/31/2011
3. Central Indiana Community Foundation Indianapolis Marion CM $566,257,151 12/31/2011
4. Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust Indianapolis Marion IN $330,600,000 12/31/2011
5. Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $265,976,924 12/31/2011
6. Dekko Foundation Kendallville Noble IN $213,128,855 08/31/2011
7. John W. Anderson Foundation Valparaiso Porter IN $205,511,954 12/31/2011
8. Regenstrief Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $168,456,538 06/30/2011
9. Foellinger Foundation Fort Wayne Allen IN $162,423,859 08/31/2011
10. Walther Cancer Foundation Indianapolis Marion IN $146,438,435 06/30/2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
1 IN = Independent/Family; CM = Community       
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[Table 1-5] 
Top 10 Indiana Community foundations by Total Giving, 2011      
Foundation Name City County Total Giving Fiscal Date
1. Central Indiana Community Foundation Indianapolis Marion $41,155,380 12/31/2011
2. Harrison County Community Foundation Corydon Harrison $12,361,589 12/31/2011
3. Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne Fort Wayne Allen $9,688,832 12/31/2011
4. Community Foundation of St. Joseph County South Bend St. Joseph $8,839,031 06/30/2011
5. Kosciusko County Community Foundation Warsaw Kosciusko $7,058,306 06/30/2011
6. Community Foundation of Wabash County North Manchester Wabash $5,226,598 12/31/2011
7. Elkhart County Community Foundation Elkhart Elkhart $3,928,368 06/30/2011
8. Dearborn Community Foundation Lawrenceburg Dearborn $2,836,315 12/31/2011
9. Heritage Fund -  
The Community Foundation of Bartholomew County
Columbus Bartholomew $2,799,588 12/31/2011
10. Legacy Foundation Merrillville Lake $1,898,314 6/30/2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.      
InDIana CoMMunITY founDaTIonS PlaY a CEnTral 
rolE In InDIana GranTMakInG 
Indiana community foundations reported total giving of more 
than $133 million in 2011, with the Indianapolis-based Central 
Indiana Community Foundation at the top of the list. Community 
foundations’ 18.2 percent share of overall Indiana foundation giving 
was higher than the 8.8 percent share recorded nationally by 
community foundations. While a total of 75 Indiana community 
foundations3 made grants in the latest year, giving was concentrated 
among the largest funders. Seventy-two percent of giving by Indiana 
community foundations was provided by just the top 10 community 
foundations.
3 This figure includes only the parent foundation. If affiliated funds were also counted the figure would be closer to 100 entities.
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founDaTIonS In MarIon CounTY aCCounTED for THE 
MajorITY of GIvInG BY InDIana GranTMakErS
Grantmaking foundations were spread across Indiana counties, 
but nearly all of the giving was accounted for by funders in just a 
handful of counties. First among these was Marion County, which 
alone represented 60 percent of total giving by Indiana foundations 
in 2011 followed by Allen (8 percent) and St. Joseph (4 percent) 
Counties.
1,184
Number of Indiana grantmaking foundations 
$733 Million 
Total giving by Indiana foundations
$14 Billion 
Assets of Indiana foundations
[figure 1-4] 
foundations Based in Marion County accounted for  
Three-fifths of Indiana foundation Giving in 2011
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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The following analyses are based on the Foundation Center’s 2011 
grants sample, which includes all grants of $10,000 or more reported 
by the roughly 1,000 largest U.S. foundations by total giving. This 
sample accounts for approximately half of giving by all of the more 
than 82,000 active U.S. grantmaking foundations. Included in the 
sample are 23 Indiana-based foundations that represent just over 
half of giving (50.8 percent) by Indiana-based foundations in 2011.
InDIana GranTMakErS aCCounT for ovEr THrEE-
quarTErS of founDaTIon SuPPorT In THE STaTE
Indiana-based foundations provided 76 percent of the grant dollars 
received by Indiana organizations in 2011; the Lilly Endowment 
provided the most grant dollars among this group. Over 200 non-
Indiana foundations awarded the remaining 24 percent of grant 
dollars. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation ranked first among 
out-of-state funders in grant dollars awarded to Indiana recipients 
($8.8 million). The PNC Foundation, a Pennsylvania-based corporate 
foundation, ranked first among out-of-state funders for the number 
of grants awarded to Indiana recipients (58 grants totaling $1.2 
million).
[2] THE InDIana funDInG lanDSCaPE
[figure 2-1] 
Indiana Grantmakers account for the Majority of  
foundation Support in Indiana
Indiana
76%
Other 
States
24%
Percent of Grant Dollars
Indiana
63%
Other 
States
37%
Percent of Grants
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.  Based on circa 2011 grants awarded by U.S. foundations in 
the sample to recipient organizations in Indiana. Includes all grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a 
national sample of larger U.S. foundations.
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Share of giving provided by Indiana-based 
foundations to Indiana recipients
Indiana
76%
Indiana
63%
13
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THE MajorITY of GranTS awarDED BY InDIana 
founDaTIonS STaY In InDIana
The Indiana foundation community is comprised of local, 
regional, national, and international funders, so a considerable 
share of its giving is directed to recipients based outside of the 
state. Nonetheless, of the 2,092 grants awarded by the 23 largest 
Indiana foundations in 2011, well over half (58.4 percent) targeted 
recipient organizations within the state. By dollars, two-thirds (67.1 
percent) of the roughly $370 million awarded by these 23 Indiana 
foundations supported Indiana organizations.
Indiana foundations provided roughly a third of their 2011 grant 
dollars to organizations based in other parts of the country. The 
largest shares were directed to the District of Columbia (4.7 percent) 
and New York (4 percent), which are home to many national and 
international organizations. Less than 1 percent of giving by these 23 
large Indiana-based foundations supported organizations located 
outside of the United States.
[figure 2-2] 
Majority of Indiana foundation Grants Stay in Indiana
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Based on circa 2011 grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a 
sample of 23 larger Indiana foundations.
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Indiana foundations provide critical support in Indiana, with 
grants targeting activities ranging from community development 
to medical research to religion. The following analyses focus on 
grantmaking in the state of Indiana by Indiana foundations based 
on giving by a sample of the state’s 309 largest foundations. For 
more details see ‘About the Grants Sample’ on page 19.
GivinG by issue Focus
EDuCaTIon anD HuMan SErvICES rEPrESEnT ToP 
funDInG PrIorITIES In InDIana
Indiana foundations provided over half of their 2011 giving in 
Indiana for education (32.2 percent) and human services (22.2 
percent). Nationally, larger foundations distributed 21 percent 
and 15 percent of grant dollars to education and human services, 
respectively, while the largest share of grant dollars was awarded to 
health (28 percent). Indiana foundations were notably less likely to 
fund the environment (3.7 percent versus 6 percent), international 
affairs (0.9 percent versus 4.1 percent), and science and technology 
(0.6 percent versus 2.2 percent) when compared to funders 
nationally.
Within education, Indiana grantmakers allocated the largest shares 
of their funding for higher education and graduate and professional 
education. The largest Indiana-based education grant reported was 
a $33 million award from the Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment 
for the Kelley School of Business building project at Indiana 
University Bloomington. 
Despite the large share of grant dollars targeting education, a 
substantially greater number of grants supported human services 
(38.2 percent versus 19.4 percent for education). Human services 
grants tend to be smaller on average (in terms of dollars) than most 
other areas of foundation activity, and therefore, often do not rank 
high on dollars awarded.
[3] THE foCuS of InDIana GIvInG
[figure 3-1]
Education, Human Services, and Public Affairs Are Top 
foundation Priorities in Indiana
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a sample of 
over 1,000 large U.S. foundations. For Indiana, set is based on a representative sample of roughly 
4,200 grants awarded to Indiana-based recipient organizations by Indiana-based private and 
community foundations that gave at least $100,000 in 2011.
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[Table 3-1]
foundation Giving in Indiana by Subject, 2011
   Sub-Category Amount % No. Grants %
Ar
ts
 a
nd
 C
ul
tu
re
   Policy, Management, and Information1 $985,000 0.3 16 0.4
   Arts-Multipurpose $3,349,252 0.9 54 1.3
   Media and Communications $1,319,437 0.4 34 0.8
   Visual Arts/Architecture $773,104 0.2 12 0.3
   Museums $9,461,389 2.5 110 2.6
   Performing Arts $10,560,820 2.8 207 5.0
   Humanities $217,296 0.1 7 0.2
   Historic Preservation $2,263,039 0.6 80 1.9
   Other $256,873 0.1 6 0.1
   Total Arts and Culture $29,186,210 7.8 526 12.6
Ed
uc
ati
on
   Policy, Management, and Information1 $99,125 0.0 4 0.1
   Elementary and Secondary $24,775,897 6.6 302 7.2
   Vocational and Technical $777,478 0.2 5 0.1
   Higher Education $44,271,570 11.8 283 6.8
   Graduate and Professional $41,139,120 11.0 31 0.7
   Adult and Continuing $762,930 0.2 21 0.5
   Library Science/Libraries $2,188,289 0.6 29 0.7
   Student Services $1,132,385 0.3 23 0.6
   Educational Services $5,526,746 1.5 110 2.6
   Total Education $120,673,540 32.2 808 19.4
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[Table 3-1, contd.]
foundation Giving in Indiana by Subject, 2011
   Sub-Category Amount % No. Grants %
E/
A    Environment $3,569,191 1.0 77 1.8
   Animals and Wildlife $10,129,695 2.7 71 1.7
   Total Environment and Animals $13,698,886 3.7 148 3.6
He
al
th
   General and Rehabilitative
       Policy, Management, and Information1 $265,000 0.1 3 0.1
       Hospitals and Medical Care $11,476,464 3.1 160 3.8
       Reproductive Health Care $612,022 0.2 17 0.4
       Public Health $3,399,261 0.9 45 1.1
       Other $926,605 0.2 25 0.6
   Specific Disease $10,273,907 2.7 94 2.3
   Medical Research $18,297,596 4.9 28 0.7
   Mental Health $1,979,510 0.5 80 1.9
   Total Health $47,230,365 12.6 452 10.8
   Total International Affairs, Development, Peace, 
   and Human Rights
$3,505,321 0.9 26 0.6
PA
/S
B
   Civil Rights and Social Action $894,782 0.2 16 0.4
   Community Improvement and Development $14,031,254 3.7 129 3.1
   Philanthropy and Voluntarism $28,350,757 7.6 122 2.9
   Public Affairs $15,355,254 4.1 40 1.0
   Total Public Affairs/Society Benefit $58,632,047 15.6 307 7.4
17
The Focus of Indiana Giving
1 Includes a broad range of supporting activities or organizations identified by 18 "common codes."
[Table 3-1, contd.]
foundation Giving in Indiana by Subject, 2011
   Sub-Category Amount % No. Grants %
H
um
an
 S
er
vi
ce
s
   Crime, Justice, and Legal Services $1,730,805 0.5 61 1.5
   Employment $15,842,517 4.2 48 1.2
   Food, Nutrition, and Agriculture $4,213,694 1.1 99 2.4
   Housing and Shelter $1,775,932 0.5 82 2.0
   Safety and Disaster $500,161 0.1 28 0.7
   Recreation and Sports $10,541,026 2.8 153 3.7
   Youth Development $17,266,059 4.6 386 9.3
   Human Services-Multipurpose $31,131,175 8.3 736 17.7
   Total Human Services $83,001,369 22.2 1,593 38.2
Sc
i./
Te
ch
.    General Science $1,819,948 0.5 10 0.2
   Physical Science $198,763 0.1 11 0.3
   Technology $87,500 0.0 7 0.2
   Total Science and Technology $2,106,211 0.6 28 0.7
So
c.
 
Sc
i.    Social Science and Economics $223,500 0.1 3 0.1
   Interdisciplinary/Other $35,000 0.0 2 0.0
   Total Social Sciences $258,500 0.1 5 0.1
   Total Religion $15,809,618 4.2 240 5.8
   Total Other $64,126 0.0 7 0.2
TOTAL GRANTS $374,684,141 100.0 4,166 100.0
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Based on a representative sample of roughly 4,200 grants awarded to Indiana-based recipient organizations by Indiana-based private and community 
foundations that gave at least $100,000 in 2011.
Indiana Philanthropy Alliance
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GivinG by Type oF RecipienT oRGanizaTion5
InDIana EDuCaTIonal InSTITuTIonS BEnEfIT froM 
larGEST SHarE of founDaTIon SuPPorT
Roughly 42 percent of foundation grant dollars awarded in Indiana 
in 2011 went to educational institutions.6 A majority of this giving 
targeted colleges and universities, which operate as hubs for 
research and other activities in fields ranging from the humanities 
to the sciences to the arts. The Indiana University Foundation led all 
Indiana educational recipients in 2011 with 28 grants totaling $57.9 
million. Human services agencies in Indiana captured the second 
largest share of grant dollars (14.6 percent). For funders nationally, 
educational institutions captured the largest share of grant dollars 
(28.4 percent); however, hospitals and health care organizations 
reported the second largest share with 20.6 percent of grant dollars. 
5 The following section analyzes current giving patterns based on the type of organization receiving the grant. For example, a grant to a university for its arts program counts toward ‘Colleges and Universities’.
6 Educational institutions include colleges and universities, educational support agencies, libraries and schools.
Education &  
Human Services 
Top funding areas of Indiana foundations
[figure 3-2]
Higher Education Institutions and Human Services 
agencies are Top foundation Priorities in Indiana
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Based on a representative sample of roughly 4,200 grants 
awarded to Indiana-based recipient organizations by Indiana-based private and community 
foundations that gave at least $100,000 in 2011. Chart includes selected recipient organizations 
that received at least 3 percent of grant dollars. 
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GivinG by Type oF suppoRT
InDIana funDErS MoST ofTEn ProvIDE ProGraM anD 
oPEraTInG SuPPorT
The largest share of foundation funding in Indiana went to specific 
programs and projects. Program support accounted for 34.9 
percent of overall grant dollars in 2011. General operating support 
accounted for the second largest share of funding (30.1 percent) 
and capital project support came in third (23.5 percent). Nationally, 
foundations allocated a much higher share of their giving to 
program support (51.6 percent), whereas general operating support 
and capital projects captured smaller shares, at 24.6 percent and 
10.5 percent of grant dollars, respectively.
1
For this analysis, the Foundation Center combined its annual 
grants sample database with supplemental grants collected and 
indexed specifically for this study. 
The annual grants sample database includes grants awarded by 
approximately the 1,000 largest U.S. foundations by total giving, 
which accounts for approximately half of giving by the nearly 
82,000 active U.S. grantmaking foundations. Included in this 
grants sample were 23 Indiana foundations.
In order to create a more representative sample of the Indiana 
grantmaking community, the Foundation Center included an 
additional 286 Indiana foundations that gave at least $100,000 in 
2011 and made at least one grant to an Indiana-based recipient 
organization. 
For these 286 foundations, the Center located the 2011 IRS 
Forms 990/990-PF and reviewed the returns. All grants of 
$100,000 or more awarded to an Indiana-based recipient 
organization were included and roughly three-fifths (55.7 
percent) of grants less than $100,000 but equal to or greater 
than $5,000 were also included. These latter grants were 
selected at random.
Giving by the combined 309 Indiana foundations accounted for 
95 percent of all giving by Indiana grantmakers in 2011.
about the Grants Sample
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. Based on a representative sample of roughly 4,200 grants 
awarded to Indiana-based recipient organizations by Indiana-based private and community 
foundations that gave at least $100,000 in 2011.  
1 Includes grants to organizations for student aid and not grants to individuals.
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[figure 3-3]
Program and operating Support Targeted in Indiana
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GivinG by GeoGRaphic Focus7
MarIon CounTY CaPTurES larGEST SHarE of 
founDaTIon SuPPorT
Given the concentration of educational and cultural institutions in 
Indianapolis, it comes as no surprise that Marion County benefited 
from the largest share of Indiana foundation funding in 2011. 
Overall, organizations based in Marion County benefited from 40.2 
percent of grant dollars awarded to recipients in the state and 31.9 
percent of the number of grants. Following Marion County was 
Monroe County, capturing 17.1 percent of grant dollars awarded 
by Indiana foundations. Indiana University Bloomington is located 
in Monroe County and its Kelley School of Business received the 
largest grant awarded by an Indiana foundation in 2011 (a $33 
million grant by Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment).  Foundations 
also provided substantial resources to other regions of the state, 
with an additional 24 counties reporting foundation grants totaling 
$1 million or more in 2011. Thirty-six counties received less than 
$100,000 in grants.
7 Funding is based on the location of the recipient organization. However, funding may not exclusively serve local activities. Grants could be for local, regional, state, national, or international work and the data do not 
always allow us to determine the geographic scope of award.
$20 million+
>$10 million–$20 million
>$1 million–$10 million
$100,000–$1 million
Less than $100,000
[figure 3-4]
foundation Giving to Indiana recipients by County, 2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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Determining the extent to which foundation grants benefit specific 
population groups is an ongoing challenge. The data currently 
available on populations targeted by foundations is limited to only 
grants that clearly state that a population group was an intended 
beneficiary and for grants awarded to organizations that serve 
particular population groups. In light of these limitations, the 
Foundation Center, in collaboration with Indiana Philanthropy 
Alliance (IPA), collected population data directly from Indiana-based 
foundations to get a fuller picture of Indiana giving intended to 
benefit specific populations. 
The following analyses focus on a sample of 512 grants. For these 
grants, funders were asked whether grants were intended to reach 
specific populations or the general public. A funder could indicate 
that a single grant was meant to benefit more than one population 
group and therefore, grants may be counted more than once. As 
a result, numbers will not add up to 100 percent. For more details 
about the sample data, see ‘About the Sample’ on page 29.
[4] GIvInG To SPECIfIC PoPulaTIonS
nEarlY Two-THIrDS of GranTS awarDED BY InDIana 
founDaTIonS arE InTEnDED To BEnEfIT SPECIfIC 
PoPulaTIonS
When data was collected directly in interviews, Indiana funders 
reported that over 64 percent of grants were intended to benefit 
specific populations. By contrast, just under half (49.1 percent) 
of Indiana foundation grants could be identified as benefiting 
specific populations using the current system of coding (based 
on populations served by recipient organizations and grant 
descriptions obtained from IRS 990 forms). This indicates that 
the current system of coding underestimates the true magnitude 
of funding intended to benefit specific population groups. This 
is especially true for grants targeting children and youth and the 
economically disadvantaged. 
The top five populations targeted by Indiana funders are children 
and youth (40 percent), the economically disadvantaged (27.7 
percent), women and girls (6.8 percent), racial/ethnic minorities 
(6.3 percent), and people with disabilities (5.9 percent). Of the 
population groups funders were asked to report on, American 
Indian/Alaskan Natives was the only group not explicitly targeted. 
64% v. 49%
The percentage of grants reported to benefit 
specific populations differs by data source
Interviews 990 forms
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Funder 
Reported 
Grantsa 
(n=512)
All Indiana 
Grantsb 
(n=4,166)
No. % No. %
Age
  Children/Youth 205 40.0 1,138 27.3
  Aging/Elderly 18 3.5 102 2.4
  Other Age Group 26 5.1 16 0.4
Total Age-Specific 241 47.1 1,231 29.5
Race/Ethnicity
  African Americans/Blacks 15 2.9 67 1.6
  American Indians/Native Alaskans 0 0.0 11 0.3
  Asians/Pacific Islanders 1 0.2 4 0.1
  Hispanic/Latinos 12 2.3 27 0.6
  Other Minorities 1 0.2 2 0.0
  Minorities (General) 10 2.0 151 3.6
Total Racial/Ethnic Minorities 32 6.3 256 6.1
Gender
  Men/Boys 17 3.3 124 3.0
  Women/Girls 35 6.8 259 6.2
Total Gender-Specific 41 8.0 303 7.3
[Table 4-1]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, 2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. These analyses are based on the 512 sampled grants and 
estimates based on the grants description coding of the 4,166 grants in the set. 
The margin of error for the sampled grants estimates is 4.1 (95% confidence interval). 
a “Funder reported grants” figures represent information shared by Indiana grantmakers with data 
collectors during personal correspondence.
b “All Indiana grants” figures represent information accessible in Indiana grantmakers’ IRS 990 forms.
Funder 
Reported 
Grantsa 
(n=512)
All Indiana 
Grantsb 
(n=4,166)
No. % No. %
Other
  Economically Disadvantaged 142 27.7 829 19.9
  Immigrants/Refugees 8 1.6 24 0.6
  LGBTQ 3 0.6 8 0.2
  People with Disabilities 30 5.9 262 6.3
  Rural Populations 9 1.8 0 0.0
  Other 12 2.3 51 1.2
Total Other Populations 176 34.4 1,090 26.2
Any Population Group 328 64.1 2,045 49.1
None 184 35.9 2,121 50.9
TOTAlS 512 100 4,166 100
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GivinG by ReGion
THE MajorITY of GranTS aCroSS all rEGIonS 
of InDIana arE InTEnDED To BEnEfIT SPECIfIC 
PoPulaTIonS
Over two-thirds of sampled grants awarded to recipient 
organizations in Marion County (68 percent) and the Northwest 
(64.9 percent) and Northeast (69.4 percent) regions of Indiana were 
intended to benefit specific populations. Grants awarded to the 
Central region (excluding Marion County) reported the lowest share 
by dollars benefiting a specific population group (55.4 percent), but 
even here over half of all grantmaking by the region was intended to 
benefit a population group.
[4] GIvInG for SPECIfIC PoPulaTIonS, contd.
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[figure 4-1]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups by region, 2011
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014. These analyses are based on the 512 sampled grants and 
estimates based on the grants description coding of the 4,166 grants in the set.  
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates by region is 9.1 (95% confidence 
interval).
Indiana counties were divided into the following five regions:
Central (excludes Marion County) 
Tippecanoe, Clinton, Howard, Grant, Blackford, Jay, Montgomery, Boone, 
Hamilton, Madison, Delaware, Jay, Randolph, Henry, Wayne, Hancock, Hendricks, 
Morgan, Johnson, Shelby, Rush, Monroe, Brown, Bartholomew, Tipton
Marion County
Northeast 
Elkhart, LaGrange, Steuben, Kosciusko, Noble, DeKalb, Whitley, Allen, Wabash, 
Huntington, Wells, Adams
Northwest 
Lake, Porter, LaPorte, St. Joseph, Newton, Jasper, Starke, Marshall, Pulaski, 
Fulton, Benton, Warren, White, Cass, Miami, Carroll
Southern 
Fountain, Vermillion, Parke, Putnam, Vigo, Clay, Owen, Sullivan, Greene, Knox, 
Daviess, Gibson, Pike, Dubois, Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick, Spencer, Perry, 
Fayette, Union, Lawrence, Martin, Jackson, Jennings, Ripley, Decatur, Franklin, 
Dearborn, Orange, Washington, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland, Crawford, 
Harrison, Floyd, Clark
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CENTrAl rEGIoN (ExClUdES MArIoN CoUNTy)
Grants awarded to recipient organizations in the Central region 
were most likely to benefit children and youth (27.7 percent), the 
economically disadvantaged (25.3 percent), and women and girls 
(7.2 percent). 
MArIoN CoUNTy
Grants awarded to recipient organizations in Marion County 
were most likely to benefit children and youth (35.8 percent), the 
economically disadvantaged (35.8 percent), and racial/ethnic 
minorities (9.4 percent). 
[figure 4-2]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, Central region (excluding Marion County), 2011
These analyses are based on the 83 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 691 grants awarded to organizations in the Central Region.
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates in the Central Region is 10.1 (95% 
confidence interval).
4.8% 
7.2% 
2.4% 
25.3% 
27.7% 
55.4% 
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People with Disabilities
Women/Girls
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Economically Disadvantaged
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Specific Population Targeted
Sampled grants (n=83)
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
[figure 4-3]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, Marion County, 2011
These analyses are based on the 106 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants 
description coding of the 1,329 grants awarded to organizations in Marion County.
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates for Marion County is 9.3 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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NorThEAST rEGIoN
Grants awarded to recipient organizations in the Northeast region 
were most likely to benefit children and youth (49.4 percent), 
the economically disadvantaged (34.1 percent), and people with 
disabilities (8.2 percent). 
NorThwEST rEGIoN
Grants awarded to recipient organizations in the Northwest region 
were most likely to benefit children and youth (41.4 percent), the 
economically disadvantaged (28.1 percent), and racial and ethnic 
minorities (13.3 percent).
[figure 4-4]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, northeast region, 2011
These analyses are based on the 85 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 1,117 grants awarded to organizations in the Northeast Region.
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates in the Northeast Region is 10.2 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
[figure 4-5]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, northwest region, 2011
These analyses are based on the 128 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 538 grants awarded to organizations in the Northwest Region.
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates for Northwest Region is 7.6 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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SoUThErN rEGIoN
Grants awarded to recipient organizations in the Southern region 
were most likely to benefit children and youth (44.5 percent), the 
economically disadvantaged (16.4 percent), and women and girls 
(10 percent). 
GivinG by FundeR Type
aCroSS all funDEr TYPES, THE MajorITY of GranTS 
awarDED arE InTEnDED To BEnEfIT SPECIfIC 
PoPulaTIonS
Other types of foundations (corporate and operating) led the 
charge in awarding grants intended to benefit specific populations 
(71.2 percent), followed by independent foundations (67 percent), 
family foundations (63.6 percent) and community foundations (58.7 
percent).
 
       
        
Grantmaker Type All Grants (n=4,166) Sampled Grants (n=512) 
     
Community 45.2 58.7      
Family 50.2 63.6      
Independent 53.8 67      
Other 47.4 71.2      
[figure 4-6]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, Southern region, 2011
These analyses are based on the 110 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 482 grants awarded to organizations in the Southern Region.
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates in the Southern Region is 8.2 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
[figure 4-7]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups by Grantmaker Type, 2011
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These analyses are based on the 512 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 4,166 grants in the set.  
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates by grantmaker type is 8.3 (95% 
confidence interval).
Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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CoMMUNITy FoUNdATIoNS
Grants awarded by Indiana community foundations were most 
likely to benefit children and youth (38.1 percent), the economically 
disadvantaged (22.2 percent), and women and girls (8.5 percent). 
FAMIly FoUNdATIoNS
Grants awarded by Indiana family foundations most often benefited 
children and youth (48.2 percent), the economically disadvantaged 
(30.9 percent), and racial/ethnic minorities (9.1 percent). 
[figure 4-8]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, Community foundations, 2011
These analyses are based on the 189 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 1,244 grants awarded by community foundations.    
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates for community foundations is 6.6 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
[figure 4-9]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, family foundations, 2011
These analyses are based on the 110 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 1,417 grants awarded by family foundations.    
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates for family foundations is 9.0 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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INdEPENdENT FoUNdATIoNS
Grants awarded by Indiana independent foundations were most 
likely to benefit children and youth (38.5 percent), the economically 
disadvantaged (23.9 percent), and people with disabilities (10.1 
percent). 
oThEr FoUNdATIoNS (CorPorATE ANd oPErATING FoUNdATIoNS)
Grants awarded by other foundations in Indiana were most likely 
to benefit the economically disadvantaged (38.5 percent), children 
and youth (36.5 percent), and racial/ethnic minorities (12.5 percent). 
Among all foundation types, other foundations were the only group 
in which children and youth did not receive the highest proportion 
of grants intended to benefit a specific population.[figure 4-10]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, Independent foundations, 2011
These analyses are based on the 109 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants 
description coding of the 898 grants awarded by independent foundations.   
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates for independent foundations is 8.8 
(95% confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
[figure 4-11]
Percent of Grants Intended to Benefit Specific Population 
Groups, other foundations, 2011
These analyses are based on the 104 sampled grants and estimates based on the grants description 
coding of the 607 grants awarded by other foundations (included corporate and operating). 
The average margin of error for the sampled grants estimates for other foundations is 8.8 (95% 
confidence interval).
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2014.
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For this analysis, the Foundation Center pulled a stratified 
random sample of 1,000 grants (200 grants per region) from the 
4,166 grants awarded by the 309 Indiana foundations described 
in Chapter 2. Of the 220 foundations that were sampled, 141 were 
successfully contacted to request their participation in the study. 
The funders that agreed to participate (n=67) reported beneficiary 
population information for each grant either to an interviewer 
that recorded the information or via a spreadsheet they 
completed themselves. Grants may benefit multiple population 
groups, and each category is analyzed as a percentage of the total 
number of grants reported; therefore the totals reported may not 
add up to 100 percent.
Of the 1,000 grants sampled, foundations provided information 
on 512 grants (51.2 percent response rate on grants; 47.5 percent 
response rate among funders contacted). Within the responses 
received, grants by community foundations were overrepresented 
and those by family foundations underrepresented (x2 = 49.1; 
p<.0001). Similarly, grants to recipients in the Northwest region 
were overrepresented while those to recipients in Central and 
Northeast regions underrepresented (x2 = 28.12; p<.0001).
Each sampled grant was weighted by region and all margins 
of error (see table below) were calculated based on a 95% 
confidence interval. 
Type
Margin 
of Error Region
Margin 
of Error Overall 
Sample 
Margin of 
Error
Community 6.6 Central 10.1
Other 8.8 Northeast 10.2
All Private 6.3 Northwest 7.6
Family 9.0 South 8.2
Independent 8.8 Marion 9.3
4.1
Average 8.3 Average 9.1
About the Sample
SuMMarY
Giving in Indiana diverges from national trends in multiple ways:
ASSETS ANd GIvING
While funding and assets increased from 2001-2011 for all • 
U.S. based foundations, both declined for Indiana-based 
foundations. With over three-quarters of dollars awarded in 
the state originating from Indiana-based foundations, it will 
be important to examine the implications of this downward 
trend for organizations that depend on giving from Indiana 
foundations.
FUNdEr TyPE
Community foundations play a much bigger role in the Indiana • 
funding community than what is seen nationally (18.2% of 
overall foundation giving versus 8.8%).
ISSUE FoCUS
Education garners the largest share of Indiana giving (32.2%), • 
but only 21.0% of national giving. Health is the primary focus 
of funders nationwide (27.9% of total giving), but only receives 
12.6% of Indiana grant dollars.
rECIPIENT orGANIzATIoNS
Educational institutions receive the most grant dollars in Indiana • 
(nearly 42%) and across the country (28.4%); however, human 
services organizations receive the second highest amount of 
Hoosier funding (14.6%), whereas hospitals and health care 
organizations rank second nationally (20.6%). 
TyPE oF SUPPorT
Funding in Indiana is more evenly distributed between program • 
support, general operating support and capital support, whereas 
nationally, program support accounts for over half of all grant 
dollars awarded. 
IMPlICATIoNS For FUTUrE rESEArCh
Across regions, grantmaker types, and for Indiana overall, funders 
reported higher levels of grantmaking intended to benefit specific 
populations in personal communication with data collectors than 
in their IRS Form 990s. To create more accurate and useful data for 
future analyses, it is important for the giving community to develop 
better, more consistent reporting methods. 
Established in 1956, the Foundation Center is the leading source of 
information about philanthropy worldwide. Through data, analysis, 
and training, it connects people who want to change the world 
to the resources they need to succeed. The Center maintains the 
most comprehensive database on U.S. and, increasingly, global 
grantmakers and their grants—a robust, accessible knowledge bank 
for the sector. It also operates research, education, and training 
programs designed to advance knowledge of philanthropy at every 
level. Thousands of people visit the Center’s web site each day and 
are served in its five regional library/learning centers and its network 
of more than 470 funding information centers located in public 
libraries, community foundations, and educational institutions 
nationwide and around the world. For more information, please visit 
foundationcenter.org or call (212) 620-4230.
aBouT our 
rESEarCH ParTnEr
The D5 Coalition is a five-year coalition working to advance 
diversity, equity, and inclusion in the field of philanthropy. D5 
provides philanthropic organizations with tools and resources to 
help bring new voices and expertise to the decision-making table, 
and become more effective in their efforts to advance the common 
good. D5 has four big sector goals: recruit diverse leaders; identify 
the best actions for organizations to take; increase funding for 
diverse communities; and improve data collection to help measure 
progress. Learn more about the work of the D5 Coalition, and how 
your organization can help advance diversity, equity, and inclusion 
by visiting d5coalition.org today.
aBouT our 
funDInG ParTnEr
32 E. Washington Street, #1100
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317.630.5200
317.630.5210 Fax
inphilanthropy.org
facebook.com/IndianaPhilanthropy
twitter.com/inphilanthropy
